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Through official and non-official acts, there are already about fifty areas in the United States
where the sale of comic books and other magazines which are considered as detrimental are
forbidden. Even in far-away Australia, we have a very strong movement against the importing of
comic books. During the past year, in Melbourne there was a Protestant meeting in which the
representatives of forty professional, cultural and educational organizations took part. The main
speaker asserted that even though many literary and artistic works coming from the United States
have high cultural value, nevertheless, there is a flow of literary trash from America against which
the citizens of Australia have many complaints. He said that it is difficult to give the exact number of
crimes which arose from young people who were thumbing through these comic books but, it is sad
that these crimes are growing and multiplying.

From the Chicago papers, I found this incident. Some kind of Charles Drewes took his
children to see various movies showing a variety of crimes. He also gave them brochures to read,
which were also comics but contained all the details of criminal activity. A really good father, isn’t
he?

Finally, his wife, the mother of the two boys, 12 year old Jake and 8 year old Tom, got tired
of this. She accused her husband in court as being a moron and every week when Drewes visited his
children, he took them to movies that portrayed gangsters and films about the far West. Then he
would send to their home a lot of brochures that were supposedly humorous, but, at the same time
included material that was not appropriate for children.

The wife insisted that the court forbid her husband from sending these comic brochures to
their children for they contributed to her children’s sleepless nights and they were daily just
playing Cops and Robbers. The judge agreed with the wife’s reasoning and he ordered Drewes to
regularly pay his wife $15.00 every week for the upkeep of their children and to enable the boys to
be able to buy books of greater moral content. The judge also ordered this exemplary father to stay
far away from his sons.

The Federal bureau attests that 96% of boys ranging from the age of 6 years to 11 years of
age, regularly read 14 comic books every month. Even 94% of girls of the same age read eleven
such comic books every month. What is the result?

Little Eddie was barely 8 years old and he was the only child in the family. He had
everything that he could possibly want. His parents jumped around him as though he were a little
king. They showered him with gifts, and naturally, loads of comic books, especially those that
glorified cowboys. His parents could leave their little son at home alone, as long as he had piles of
these brochures under his hand.

Since they were modern parents, in the evenings they would lock this child in the house,
among all this interesting literature. Meanwhile, they attended the theater, the bowling alley and
the tavern.

One night, they returned home at midnight from such a night on the town, and in the
twinkling of an eye they sobered up. Their little son lay on the bed a corpse. His entire body was
tied up with a rope from his feet to his neck around which was a noose to draw it tight. Beside his
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corpse was the comic book with the picture showing exactly how a clever cowboy could immobilize
a stolen ox. The boy was tied up with the rope in the same way as a robber was tied. It was a new
and fresh sacrifice to the reading of comics.

Maybe the reading of such smut does not always end up with physical death, but it almost
always leads to a violation of the law. This leads to arrest and judgment. In the end, it opens up the
road to crime and prison.

This is what Judge ].M. Brande has to say. He has a great deal of experience in juvenile
affairs and he understands perfectly the kind of influence is exerted by undesirable comic pictures
and certain undesirable radio programs on the sensitive minds of young people. They are the
principal factors that pave the road to crime for both children, as well as young people.

“I had before me many cases, in which the fall had to be attributed to comic books or to a
certain incident in radio program which gave young people the thought and the plan of a crime.” On
the assertion that the scenes contained in comics have an added influence on the upbringing of
children because they show that the moral evil never conquers the good, the Judge replies: “No; as
long as parents allow their children to read comic strips, that's how long they will continue to graft
in the minds of these children, distorted, warped and degrading notions of life and the dignity of
life.”

Judge Brande enumerates the following factors as the causes of criminal activity among
children and young people:

First - Improper literature

Second - Double-meaning, sleazy movies
Third - Gangster radio programs

Fourth - Trashy comic books

The Judge further stated that it is difficult to dissuade youngsters from reading comic books as
long as they are so easily obtainable and cost so little. There were certain towns that forbid the sale of
comic books, but then, it was learned, that children were not only going to the suburbs to buy them, but
some were traveling several miles by bus or train and were buying great piles of them for themselves
and for their friends in school.

According to the Judge: “The parents who show no interest in the affairs and problems of their
children, parents who leave their children unattended and leave them all by themselves, do their
children harm and open wide the gate to various iniquities.”

If parents do not take the time to look over the magazines, periodicals and books being read by
their growing sons and daughters, who can guarantee them that their children will not meet the same
fate that met Eddie who with his own hands choked himself to death? If parents do not give themselves
the time to supervise the reading material of their growing sons and daughters, how can they be certain
that these children are not already on the path that leads to court and prison? This misfortune does not
exist only in the imagination but it exists in reality. It exists along every step of the way in the life of our
children and youngsters in our times.
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According to the latest statistics of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, every fourth child in
class has the possibility of becoming an underage criminal. At present, in the hands of the judges for
juveniles, there are four times as many criminals as there are male and female teachers in the United
States. Unfortunately, we have parents who are so naive and so unreasonable and sure of themselves,
who insist that my son or my daughter would never do that - such an incorrect or faulty outlook. This
happens to thousands of other sons and daughters who come from exactly the same kind of families as
your family. It happens to both boys and girls, many of whom are very promising, and they come from
every level of society, from families of various faiths, from every sphere of society and economy.

These juvenile delinquents are recruited from Catholic, Protestant and Jewish families. They
come from families that are poor, average, wealthy and families that are millionaires. The ranks of these
juvenile delinquents are filled with illiterates as well as with children and young people with a higher
education. Among this vast crowd of young people, there are some characters who are coarse and low,
but there are also characters who are bright and first-rate that were very promising at one time.

Judge Brande is well aware of this terrifying reality. Already hundreds of such young
unfortunates, sadly and crying bitterly, had passed before his court tribunal. Many hundreds of others
will stand before him in the future and they will be full of uncertainty, fright and terror because whether
deliberately or thoughtlessly, they fell into the net, the trap, about which their parents had never
warned them.

Parents, wake up from your drowsy certitude and on the other hand, from your negligence and
parental indifference. Get interested in whatever materials your children are reading; warn your
children, both those who are younger as well as those who are older about literature that is rotten,
risky, coarse or vulgar, which uses gutter language, is obscene or filthy, yet often hides under such great
titles as The Truths of Life. Do not allow any of your books, pamphlets or tapes which s trike the minds
and souls of your children with perversion and often force them into criminal actions of murder and
suicide. Neither despai9r nor anger will erase from the brow of the juvenile criminal, the characteristic
crime, which under the inspiration and pressure of their comic book heroes, they imitate their behavior
and actions.

Modern educators, especially materialistic psychiatrists, for the present wild, sad and
degenerate e behavior of our young people, blame the war, broken families, poverty, misery, divorce,
working mothers, drunkenness of fathers, mothers’ social life and the thoughtlessness of mothers.

True, these are all helping factors, but in the end, the full responsibility falls on the home, on
those who take care of the family, namely the parents. Once more; where and in what does help lie and
an efficacious remedy for this sickness, for this plague which so greedily captivates our youngsters? The
remedy and help is not in clubs or in fields of sport, not in gardens of recreation, nor in athletic
professions, nor in friendly games; all that is nothing more than a smoke screen; that is deceptive,
tantalizing and delusive.

The true and only remedy, is the renewal, the rebuilding of American families and again
introducing the Ten Commandments of God into these families. You may say whatever you want, you




image9.jpeg
can maintain whatever you like, but, as long as these Commandments of God do not become the basic,
fundamental factor in every American family, there can be no talk of effective and lasting uprooting of
criminal delinquency neither from the souls of very young and inexperienced children nor from the souls
of those who are adult and mature.
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March 27,1949
1 greet all of you my dear country men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

I return once again to this timely topic. To a theme or topic that is not pleasing but at the
same time is essential yet disagreeable. This topic is none other than criminality which is
intensifying and growing, not from age to age, but from day to day, from week to week, from month
to month, from year to year. This is happening at such a rapid pace that unless our competent
authorities do not take more preventive measures, our country will turn into a cave of bandits and
cutthroats.

Just consider the following statistics: during the past twelve months, criminal activity in our
towns rose from 8% to 14% in our rural areas or areas beyond our towns. In the area of the entire
United States, there were committed 1,685,203 greater crimes, or daily 36 people were killed, 33
were raped and 185 were criminally attacked. Every 24 hours, approximately 172 people were
robbed, 981 robberies were reported to the police and 630 automobiles were stolen. In addition to
that, every 24 hours regularly approximately 2580 various types of robbery and cheating takes
place. Not only were these crimes the most numerous during the past ten years, but what is so very
sad is the fact that the approximate age of these criminals was barely twenty.

At this time, the authorities examined 645,431 records of those who were arrested and they
learned that 54% were so called repeaters who had previously been punished. The statistics for
crimes committed by children, namely boys and girls under the age of 15, is as follows: murders -
69, robberies - 174, robberies with beatings - 2140, hold ups - 1521, theft of cars - 920, cases of
rape - 79, embezzlement and cheating - 35, falsifying money - 6.

Federal authorities state that in our country there are over two million under aged
criminals who are well known to the police and in addition to those, there are one million more
whom the police have not yet caught. If the criminality of our under aged children continues to rise
within the next ten years at the same rate as it did in the past ten years, this will dry up, destroy and
ruin all of our youth. Very few people realize this. Parents are completely indifferent to this fact
they refuse to believe that this matter is so serious. If, however, they do consider this sad situation,
they are convinced that this plague will never reach or affect their children. No one can convince
these parents that they themselves are responsible to some degree for this sad situation.

1 understand that some parents are furious with me because I keep reminding them of their
duties and responsibilities. | have criticized parents many times and in a special way, | have blamed
these modern mothers. I believe that no mother, unless she herself is morally warped and is a
criminal, deliberately and purposely forms her child to be a criminal. However, unfortunately,
either from a lack of experience in life, or due to a lack of responsible individual upbringing, or due
to an ill understood compliancy, or a lack of discipline or because of negligence, a mother, maybe
unknowingly but actually sows seeds of criminality which are watered over the years by loose
living and wantonness. In the end, this gives birth to transgressions and crimes paving the way to
the hanging rope or the electric chair.

I now proceed to our talk entitled:
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THE CORE OF THE PROBLEM

The biggest mistake of modern parents is mainly the idea that the upbringing or education
of a child only begins then when the child begins to attend school and that them, the entire
responsibility for the entire, complete education of their children is borne only by the school.
Despite the fact that | have already spoken of this once before, | am repeating once more, that true
and complete education begins in the parental home and that it lasts during the entire formation
period of the young generation. Here, in the home is the most important and most effective school
because the family is a unit that is relatively not numerous and the parents have the possibility of
constantly watching over their children. The direct and individual influence of parents has a greater
and more positive meaning than a general one, even if it is the wisest teaching and admonition.
Children can only depend upon the grounds they carried out of their family home. Without these
grounds and this foundation, it is extremely difficult to build the character of children in school and
in church even if they were being taught by the most famous teachers and all the saints.

Do the parents of our times recognize this as their obligation, and if they do, are they
fulfilling this obligation? Let us see. The family home should be a castle. The parents should be the
guards of the family, guarding them from the enemy. They are to be on the look-out so that no
enemy can force his way in through the protective ramparts to the doors of the family. One such
enemy is the evil press in whatever form it takes. The editor of The Polish News has this to say
concerning this matter.

“The results which the printed word draws after itself are poisoned by the venom of hatred
of God, of religion, of Christian moral principles and currently cause more evil than material
devastation and piles of corpses on all the fields of battle. For these are an immediate curse which is
here today and gone tomorrow, but the flood of evil literary trash, immoral writings and poisoned
press is effective constantly. This grain sown is truly satanic and criminal and once it is sown by vile
writers, it always brings a harvest of destruction. There is a well-known saying: You become just like
the one to whom you adhere. Just as it is impossible to walk through mud and still have clean
shoes(feet), just as it is impossible to take poison and remain healthy, so also is it impossible to
read filthy, Godless and shameless writings and not poison your conscience with the germs of
corruption and atheism. Writings about filthy topics, feeding on man’s lowest instincts, calculated
on awakening the lowest passions, saturated with descriptions of crimes in an alluring, attractive
manner - this constitutes the greatest plague of our century. Itis this that is ruining and poisoning
today’s young people from their earliest years. Many American publications could be entitled:
Catechism of Crime. There is nothing useful in them for young people, no useful news of the world,
about lessons, about character development - nothing. They only contain descriptions of incidents
against morality, stories of murders, all types of violence in other words, a methodical lesson in evil
in all of its possible forms.”

The daily paper is swarming with descriptions of crimes among under aged young people.
From where are these youngsters getting these wild instincts? only from an immoral press and also
from films. For every hundred crimes committed by youngsters - 80% of them are due to their
reading of evil writings, beginning with dirty comics.
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I have before me several newspaper clippings on this topic. They not only speak, but they
shout to the entire American society: “Save the souls of our youth. Tear that evil press out of their
hands and give them good books and magazines to read.” It is already bad, but it will soon get
worse if we do not stem the flow of evil newspapers, corrupt publications and corrupt movies.
These young criminals can only grow in the future into bigger, more professional criminals. Our
highest authorities at the Vatican have long ago noticed the dangers that a corrupt press brings to
the world. All of the Holy Fathers have called upon the Catholic world to oppose it. All the way back
to Pope Pius IX called upon the entire world. “The printing shops from which come the writings and
the newspapers which deride the majesty of religion, newspapers that are in disagreement with the
teachings of faith and traditions, publications which slander the Holy Father and the servants of the
Church and in this way are paving the road to the ruin of society, all of these are the workshop of
Satan.”

Unfortunately, the devil has so many such workshops in our country. Pornographic
publications or those that are the least moral are spread about in millions of issues, while the
Catholic papers lead a tubercular life and not having any opportunity of expanding, they bankrupt,
one after the other. That is not because there are no Catholics in America, but because the Catholics
prefer to read the non-Catholic publications because it is richly seasoned with a piquant sauce of
indecent pictures and every page is full of detailed descriptions of criminal activities. This is truly a
sad testimony for us. We are preparing an even sadder future for ourselves. Listen to what Pope
Leo XII says: “It is the duty of every Catholic to support the Catholic press. Our present times
demand many more defenders of the written word than announcers of the truth from the pulpit.”

Pius X, once blessing the pen of a journalist and returning it to him, said these memorable
words: “There is no more honorable mission under the sun than the vocation of a journalist. I bless
this symbol of your vocation. My predecessors used to bless the swords of Christian knights, but I
prefer to beg heaven’s blessing upon the pen of the Catholic writer.” At another times, he said,
“Somehow people do not want to understand how important the Catholic press is at our times.
Neither the clergy nor the faithful are as involved with it as much as the need demands. The old
people are saying that this is something new. Long ago, so many souls were saved while no one
worried about getting any newspapers. But, it is easy to say: “Long ago it was like this.” Long ago,
the poison of evil and corruptive newspapers and publications were not as common as they are
today. It is a fact that is commonly known that today, our Catholic people are confused, they are
poisoned and fall away from the Catholic Church because of anti-Catholic publications.

This saintly Pontiff continues, “Needlessly, you will be building churches, preaching
missions, establishing schools, carrying out works of mercy. All of these efforts will be of no use if
you will not know how to use a defensive and aggressive defense which is the Catholic press.”

Now, I want to know in how many of our homes can the Polish and Catholic daily paper be
found - or the Catholic weekly paper - or the Catholic monthly paper? Do you parents take the time
to check on what kind of writings your children are reading? They hide what they are reading in
suitcases, hiding places, chests of drawers, trunks, under mattresses and under pillows. Parents are
the natural censors of everything and every type of written material which comes into the hands of
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their children. If parents are not carrying out these obligations, they really don’t understand what
their parental duties are.

There is one more crazy mania, a certain mental disorder, some sort of sickly liking, some
sort of sickly passion which not only took control of the minds of Americans, but burrowed deeply
into the souls of Americans. The American society is afflicted with the general comic-mania.
Everyone, from the six year old and the five year old child up to the seventy year old person, are
passionately involved in reading the comics. Every man and every woman, regardless of age,
profession, occupation or position greedily reaches out for that section of the morning or evening
paper in order to find out, before everything else, of the trials of their beloved comic book
characters.

They show little interest in scenes of poverty, misery, deaths due to starvation, earthquakes,
floods, volcanic eruptions, miraculous discoveries, wonderful advancements in the field of
medicine, surgery and so much more. All of these things are relegated on the side as second class.

At breakfast, they feverishly grab for the newspaper and they bury their mind and soul in
the achievements of Joe Palooka, Popeye, Orphan Annie, Smiling Jack, The Gumps, Harold Teen, The
Jiggs, Moon Mullins, Smitty, Henry, Dick Tracy, Brenda Starr, Aggie Mack and Mark Trail and
hundreds of other heroes and heroines. Not one of these lovers of comics say the rosary or the
litany with such concentration and with such fervor with which they read about the exploits of their
beloved heroes and heroines.

They have no time to read timely articles that are real and pertaining to life, but for long,
worthless and often harmful, illustrated comics, every American man and woman has time. If the
love of reading comics is the thermometer or the barometer of human ingenuity, it augurs of a bad
and unhealthy level of the mind of American society.

Here, too, let me be understood. | am not a puritan, nor a rigorist, nor a person who makes a
show of knowledge, and I am not condemning all comics, because among them, here and there, one
can find something good. But, how many are there, in that flood of comic trash whose heroes
encourage the reader to do good, or the heroines lead one to virtue? How many then, encourage
wantonness, freedom, abuse and vice? Here, too, we must remember that today’s reader, whether
younger or older, is a naive individual, who is not critical, naive and good-hearted. Therefore, such a
person is easily confused and is easily derailed from his duties and taken astray. It is for this reason
that I am now attacking an article from the Pittsburczanin.

“If there still are among our people those who consider the comics an innocent publication
whose purpose is to afford out youth, and even not only our young people, but also our older
generation some nice amusement, then let them recognize from the career of ].Manuel from Liberty
Avenue, who even though he is barely sixteen years old, he already has a criminal career on his
conscience, one that no older criminal, seasoned in crime would be ashamed of.

It was already several years ago that young Manuel, who from his earliest years, literally
devoured the comics, began his criminal career which led to his conviction and his stay in a
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reformatory. Because of this good behavior and his young age, after a certain time he was paroled
or put on probation.

After his release from the reformatory, young Manuel disappeared from his native city for a
certain time. Upon his return, displaying a knack for and a taste for a criminal career, he began in
the area of Pittsburgh, specializing in robbing cars when they stopped at a street traffic light.

One of his victims was Walter Pasewicz who had the opportunity to become acquainted
with Manuel and his actions. He stopped his automobile after driving through two streets when
Manuel jumped into the car, benefitting from the fact that the door was not locked. Threatening the
driver with his revolver, Manuel demanded that he give him all of his money.

Fortunately, this incident ended without any shooting and the monetary loss was not great
because Pasewicz only had twenty cents in his pocket.

Having developed a liking for the career of a criminal, Manuel carried out a wide range of
attacks, becoming the terror of the district of East Liberty. It was at the end of July, after robbing
one of the shops in that district that Manuel jumped into the automobile of R. Lennon, who was at
that moment exiting from the parking lot. Lennon tried to fight him and was shot and killed. Manuel
was arrested. He is presently in court and is either facing the electric chair or a life-long sentence in
jail.

It is thus that the comics and all the bandit stories on the radio helped to completely break
the life of this young boy, who, although he was not yet completely normally developed, he may not
have gone astray if his mind had found other fare.

In Chicago, a campaign to uproot all immoral comic books and publications is not only
moving forward, but it is spreading. This campaign became forceful especially after the address of
His Eminence Cardinal Stritch to 1,700 Catholic women. The Cardinal called upon the organization
in every parish of his Archdiocese to root out the filth which is perverting the minds of young
people.

The city of Cleveland is preparing to enact a special law for the purpose of stopping the
further spread of the above mentioned moral poison. The outline of the proposed law has already
been prepared and has been given to a committee of members of the Local Council in order to study
it through thoroughly. The object of this law is to forbid the spread, exchange and sale of comics
which portray any scenes of sex, sadism, filthy talk, gutter expressions, humorous phrases about
divorce, sneering at religion or making fun of various racial groups.

This law gives the police in Cleveland the legal right to look over all the comic books that are
put out for sale and they can dispose of those which by nature spread the loosening of morals. In
addition to this, the city of Cleveland has undertaken a plan to set up a Citizens Committee made up
of a representatives of Social Welfare and religious groups who will judge all comic books. If this
proposed law is put into effect in Cleveland, this city will be added to Los Angeles and to Terre
Haute, Indiana as pioneering places where immoral books are forbidden.




